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Dear Parent/Carer  

You may be aware that an announcement was made by the Prime Minister in parliament today about the 

wearing of face mask in schools.   

I received an update late this afternoon from the Department of Education confirming that as from 

tomorrow (20th January) face masks are no longer recommended by the Government to be worn in 

classrooms and that from next Thursday (27th January) they will not be recommended to be worn in 

communal spaces. This government decision is in response to national infection data showing a downward 

trend.   

Our risk management approach needs to be informed by our local context. As we have a relatively large 

number of Covid-19 cases in school at the moment - 36 in total (including an outbreak of 15 cases in Year 8) 

- we need to make decisions that are right for our school. In agreement with the Trust’s leadership team, 

we are continuing with the expectation for face masks to be worn by students in classrooms, in addition 

to the requirement for them to be worn in communal areas, in the short term.   

We hope that our case rates are stabilising at LVC but as they have more than doubled since the start of 

term and continue to grow daily, it is not prudent to remove risk management measures at this stage, 

especially given the demands that we currently face in being able to staff the school and keep it fully 

operational. We will continue to review the situation and keep you informed of any changes.   

Please continue to regularly conduct Lateral Flow Tests and log your child’s result this evening. Many 

current cases are asymptomatic and were only identified as a result of a routine LFT.   

Thank you for your understanding and support in helping us to reduce the risk of Covid-19 transmission in 

our community.  

  

Yours faithfully 

  

Helena Marsh 

Principal 

Linton Village College 
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