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 Dear Parents/Carers 

 

It was very encouraging to see that 60% of students recorded test results on ALIS before returning 
to school this week; there were only eight students and four staff absent yesterday as a result of 
COVID-19.  
 

While face masks are no longer expected to be worn in classrooms, we are continuing to 
encourage students to wear masks in communal areas this week to limit a rise in cases after 
community mixing during half term. Face coverings will continue to be encouraged on bus 
travel. Students and staff that wish to continue to wear face masks in lessons and in communal 
areas from next week are able to do so. We appreciate your ongoing support with these 
measures. 
 

Following the Government’s announcement of the ‘Living with COVID-19’ plans I thought it would 
be useful to share the important changes. 
 

As of yesterday, the Government removed the guidance for staff and students in most education 
and childcare settings to undertake twice weekly asymptomatic testing.  We are still able to supply 
tests for those who wish to continue testing and Lateral Flow Testing kits will be available from 
Reception. 
 

From Thursday 24 February, the Government will: 
• Remove the legal requirement to self-isolate following a positive test. Adults and children 

who test positive will continue to be advised to stay at home and avoid contact with other 
people for at least 5 full days and then continue to follow the guidance until they have 
received 2 negative test results on consecutive days. Those who test positive should avoid 
contact with anyone in an at-risk group, including if they live in the same household.   

• No longer ask fully vaccinated close contacts and those aged under 18 to test daily for 7 
days, and remove the legal requirement for close contacts who are not fully vaccinated to 
self-isolate.    

• End routine contact tracing. Contacts will no longer be required to self-isolate or advised to 
take daily tests.   

 

From Friday 1 April, the Government will:  
• Update guidance setting out the ongoing steps that people with COVID-19 should take to 

minimise contact with other people. This will align with the changes to testing.   
• No longer provide free universal symptomatic and asymptomatic testing for the general 

public in England.  
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The Local Authority are seeking clarification on the impact of these decisions on schools; we will 
keep you updated as we find out more. 
 

We are aware that we have some clinically vulnerable and/or anxious staff and students, and 
appreciate your support in navigating our response to ‘Living with COVID-19’. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Tim Darby 
Deputy Principal 
 


