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ACCESSING TOP MARKS IN MATHS

MASTER THE BASICS
•Consolidate Core Concepts: 
Focus on key topics such as algebra, fractions, 
percentages, geometry, trigonometry, and 
probability. Understanding the fundamentals will 
make it easier to tackle more complex questions.
•Identify Weak Areas:
Use past papers and your QLAs to identify any 
gaps in knowledge and work on them. 





PRACTICE PAST PAPERS REGULARLY
•Familiarise Yourself with the Exam Format: 
Past papers are invaluable for understanding the style 
and structure of the exam. The exam can have tricky 
worded questions, so practicing these will improve 
your confidence and ability to answer them.
•Time Yourself: Practicing under timed conditions will 
help you manage your time effectively during the exam.
•Review Mark Schemes: After completing past 
papers, always check the mark schemes to understand 
what the examiners are looking for. This helps with fine-
tuning your approach and identify areas of weakness.
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PROBLEM SOLVING TECHNIQUES
•Application of Knowledge: Maths isn’t just about 
remembering formulas but knowing when and how to 
apply them. Practice applying different methods to 
solve a variety of problems.
•Use of Higher-Level Questions: To score higher 
marks, practice solving more challenging problems 
that test your ability to think critically.
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REVISION AND EXAM TECHNIQUE

USE OF REVISION RESOURCES
•Textbooks and Online Resources: Use revision 
books and websites such as Corbettmaths, 
1stClassMaths, or Maths Genie for video 
tutorials, practice questions, and detailed 
explanations of complex topics.
•Interactive Tools: Sparx Maths offer interactive 
learning experiences that can help you 
understand topics at your own pace. You should 
be completing Independent Learning at the 
Deepen Level, and completing the XP/Target 
home learning tasks.





TACKLING HIGHER GRADE CONTENT
•Tackle Word Problems and Proofs: Work on 
understanding word problems that require multiple 
steps, and focus on any proofs required (e.g., algebraic 
or geometric)
•Focus on More Complex Topics: For grades 7-9, 
topics like advanced algebra (quadratics, 
simultaneous equations), trigonometry (sine/cosine 
rule), functions, vectors and circle theorems can be 
key areas for high marks.
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UNDERSTANDING THE MARK SCHEMES
•Practice Answering to the Point: Examiners mark for 
accuracy, so ensure you're answering questions clearly 
and succinctly. Don’t just provide an answer—show 
your working and explain steps where necessary.
•Avoid Missing Simple Marks: Don't rush through 
questions—missing out on simple points (like units or 
correct notation) can cost you marks. 
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STAY CONSISTENT
•Daily Practice: Consistency is crucial. Even spending 
just 30-60 minutes a day on Maths will add up over 
time.
•Review Mistakes: After every test or practice session, 
review the mistakes you made and learn from them. 
Understanding where you went wrong is key to 
improving.
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STAY CALM AND ORGANISED
•Create a Revision Plan: Plan your revision schedule 
and stick to it. Prioritise topics based on your strengths 
and weaknesses.
•Stay Relaxed During Exams: On the day of the exam, 
stay calm and focus on what you know. If you’re stuck 
on a question, move on and come back to it later.
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KNOW WHEN AND HOW TO ASK FOR HELP
•Ask Your Teacher for Guidance: If you’re struggling 
with a particular concept, don’t hesitate to ask for help.
•Intervention: We have multiple intervention sessions, 
and ones with Mr Szreter that will focus on the higher 
grade content. Attending these with support from a 
teacher will help you build confidence and practice key 
skills. 
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TOP TIPS

1. Move from revising content to 
practising exam technique.

2. Don’t be tempted to cram before the 
exam – build confidence with little and 
often revision of topics. 

3. Expose yourself to mark schemes to 
see how examiners mark your work. 

4. Rehearse exam skills by building timed 
responses into your revision.

5. Attend interventions and ask for help.
6. We know you will be great, you have to 

believe in yourself too!
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