Battlefields and Bletchley Park

School trips are an essential part of life at LVC, enriching our curriculum and offering
experiences beyond the classroom. One of the most significant events in our calendar
is the two-yearly Battlefields trip to Northern France and Belgium.

Led by the History Department, the trip takes 95 students from KS3 and KS4 on a
journey through key sites of World War I. Starting in Ypres, students visit Essex Farm
Cemetery and an Advanced Dressing Station, learning how medical care was delivered
close to the front lines. At Mansel Copse and the Somme, they explore the realities of
trench warfare and the immense human cost of conflict. The Thiepval Memorial to the
Missing and the moving Last Post ceremony deepen their understanding of
remembrance and loss. Throughout the weekend, students develop historical
knowledge of why men fought, empathy for those who endured unimaginable hardship,
and insight into the impact of war on individuals and societies.

Last month we also had over 100 students visiting Bletchley Park, the historic home of
World War Il codebreakers. Here, they watched a live demonstration of the Enigma
Machine and took part in hands-on decoding activities, discovering how logic,
mathematics, and teamwork were used to crack secret messages. The experience not
only illuminated the vital role of codebreaking in the Allied victory but also highlighted
its lasting influence on modern computing and cybersecurity.

Both trips offer students a unique opportunity to connect with history in a tangible way.
These experiences remind us that the pastis not just something we read about and that
it shapes the world we live in today.



