
ACCESSING TOP 
MARKS IN 
ENGLISH

STRATEGIES TO 
RAISE YOUR 

GRADE

PLANNING FOR 
SUCCESS

REVISION AND 
EXAM 

TECHNIQUE

AIMING HIGH IN GCSE ENGLISH



Grade 
profile

Reading 
descriptors

Writing 
descriptors

8-9 Convincing, critical 
analysis and 
exploration

Compelling and 
convincing

6-7
Thoughtful and developed

4-5 Clear 
understanding

Consistent and 
clear

2-3 Explained, 
structured 
comments

Some success



Examiners’ report
Creative 
and real 
world 
writing

• Avoid overly long narratives and description. 
• Minimise use of direct speech.
• Vary sentences and punctuation for impact.
• Avoid pre-learnt vocab/phrases.
• Focus on audience and purpose. 
• Strong tone and voice with conscious 

crafting of structure.

Essay 
writing

• Use thesis statements.
• Embed argument in contextual 

understanding
• Avoid regurgitating social media content.
• Show insight without prescriptive 

structure/method e.g. PEE.
• Avoid technique spotting – explore writers’ 

methods and meanings fully. 
• Focus on insightful interpretation and 

explore deeper meanings; it’s not a memory 
test.







Moving up 
the level 

descriptors



Convincing, 
critical 
analysis and 
exploration

Both poets are challenging the control 

that inherited power has over the less 

fortunate in society. Browning indirectly 

via his persona, and Blake directly 

through his visceral imagery. They use the 

characters featured in their poems to 

highlight the plight of the powerless, to 

justify their political standpoints and to 

criticise this is society that abuse their 

power. 

Blake, an early Romantic poet, uses 

‘London’ to illustrate the harms caused by 

capitalism and the industrial revolution 

and the corruption and neglect as a result 

of institutionalised religion. Browning, an 

abolition activist, uses the figure of the 

Duke of Ferrara to mock those 

responsible for violent injustices. 



Engage...

Because...

And...

But…

So…

Structures to support success

5 point planning



Top tips for revision and exam preparation

1. Move from revising content to 
practising exam technique.

2. Don’t be tempted to cram before the 
exam – build confidence with little and 
often revision of literature texts. 

3. Expose yourself to high quality writing 
to practise responding to unseen texts 
and to inspire your own writing. 

4. Rehearse exam skills by building timed 
responses into your revision.
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